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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: April 27 Paris Plenary Session 

Our side concentrated on the invasion and proposed that the Communist side 
end it and begin the withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops. The other side 
did not respond and merely' reiterated its standard charges and demands. It 
was agreed to meet next Thursday (May 4). 

Ambassador Porter began by noting that despite knowledge that the meetings 
would resume, the North Vietnamese Army continues to assault the Kontum 
area and commenced another major attack on Quang Tri. He accused the 
Communist side of deception in expressing n goodwill n and a desire to "resume 
the work 11 of the talks while at the same time killing hapless refugees and 
burning their villages. He then read a major portion of your April 26 address. 
Porter noted that on March 23 we had stated we would meet again if events 
warranted it and added that the invasion of South Vietnam is such an event. 

He asked the other side if they were prepared to discuss measures to end the 
invasion. He proposed that they agree to end the invasion and begin the with- 
drawal of North Vietnamese forces, progress on which could lead to a reduc- 
tion in the level and intensity of our retalitory response to the invasion. He 
said we will come to hear them next week on this subject if they cannot reply 
now, but warned that meetings would not be practical if the other side refuses 
to deal with the substance of invasion and the general problems of peace, 
including POW/MIAs. 

Ambassador Lam took essentially the same tack and stressed the GVN f s 
successful resistance to the invasion and the enemy r s heavy losses of men 
and equipment. 

The other side repeated their charges against us and stated that the "reason- 
able and logical nature" of their two point elaboration (of the "seven points") is 
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"more evident in light of the new situation. M They took pains to characterize 
as "absurd 11 and a "fallacious, lying allegation" the U.S. claim that the North 
is invading the South. Xuan Thuy described the 1968 understanding as a 
"sheer fabrication. " He also claimed that all Vietnamese had a right to 
oppose "U.S. aggression." 

During the rebuttal period our side asked the other side: 

-- What do you now consider the status of the DMZ, which you have 
violated? 


-- When you say any Vietnamese can intervene in the conflict, do you 
include those in regular North Vietnamese Army units? 

Neither question was answered. We then sought to get the other side to 
admit they share with us the goal of self-determination for the South Vietnamese 
people as expressed in our "eight points. " They indicated this was their 
goal, but rejected our "eight points. " 

Both sides agreed to meet on May 4. 

After the meeting, the PRG spokesman characterized Porter*s presentation 
of your address as "gratuitous" and said the address was replete with 
"arrogant threats. " In reply to questions, he said we returned to the plenaries 
because of the pressures of public opinion and NLF battlefield victories. 
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